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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Of interest to editors and journalists covering: Books, WWII vets, and colorful local characters 

Author brings story of local WWII survivor, veteran, and pilot to life 

Good Luck Publishing announces the release of “Private Lucky,” the 
adventurous true story of Orange County resident Hank Gillebaard.” 

Irvine, CA, November 1, 2015:  When Irvine-based author Melissa Guzzetta heard the story 

Hank Gillebaard told about his life, she knew it was a story to be shared with the world.  

Born in the U.S., but raised in Holland during the Nazi Occupation, Gillebaard’s life weaves a tale 

of survival and adventure as he makes his way through a world gone mad. He is forced to go into 

hiding during the occupation, despite the fact that he is not Jewish.  

After the war, he enlists in the American Army in Germany hoping to achieve his dream of 

becoming an ‘ace pilot'. His inability to speak English results in hilarious missteps at every turn, and 

frustration when he learns the American Army has stopped pilot training after the war. How will he ever 

reach his goal?  

Undaunted by the setbacks, Private Hank learns what it means to be American, arriving in America 

broke but determined to pursue his lofty goals in a manner only this very lucky Dutch-American would 

even think of trying, flying by the seat of his pants to some of the highest levels of aviation. 

One review describes the target reader well. “For those who like a little [WWII] history with daring 

adventure.”  It is also a story of interest to aviation enthusiasts. 

About the Author 

Melissa Guzzetta grew up in Newport Beach and earned a B.A. at UCLA.  She is an independent 

Microsoft Office Master Instructor teaching Excel, Word, PowerPoint, QuickBooks, and more as The 

Computer Tutor in the business community.   

Private Lucky is available at Amazon.com.  For more information about the book or to schedule an 

interview, contact the author directly at the number at the top of this press release. 
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